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Northwestern University does not discriminate or permit discrimination by any member of its community against 
any individual on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, pregnancy, sexual orientation, gender identity, 
gender expression, parental status, marital status, age, disability, citizenship status, veteran status, genetic infor-
mation, reproductive health decision making, or any other classification protected by law in matters of admissions, 
employment, housing, or services or in the educational programs or activities it operates. Harassment, whether 
verbal, physical, or visual, that is based on any of these characteristics is a form of discrimination. Further prohibited 
by law is discrimination against any employee and/or job applicant who chooses to inquire about, discuss, or disclose 
their own compensation or the compensation of another employee or applicant. 

Northwestern University complies with federal and state laws that prohibit discrimination based on the protected 
categories listed above, including Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. Title IX requires educational 
institutions, such as Northwestern, to prohibit discrimination based on sex (including sexual harassment) in the 
University’s educational programs and activities, including in matters of employment and admissions. In addition, 
Northwestern provides reasonable accommodations to qualified applicants, students, and employees with disabili-
ties and to individuals who are pregnant.

Any alleged violations of this policy or questions with respect to nondiscrimination or reasonable accommodations 
should be directed to Northwestern’s Office of Equity, 1800 Sherman Avenue, Suite 4-500, Evanston, Illinois 60208, 
847-467-6165, equity@northwestern.edu.

Questions specific to sex discrimination (including sexual misconduct and sexual harassment) should be directed 
to Northwestern’s Title IX Coordinator in the Office of Equity, 1800 Sherman Avenue, Suite 4-500, Evanston, Illinois 
60208, 847-467-6165, TitleIXCoordinator@northwestern.edu.

/sexual-misconduct/
https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/complaintintro.html
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If you believe that you have experienced  
sexual misconduct, you have options.

Your options
• Speak with a confidential resource about your options, on or off campus. See page 11  

for a list of Northwestern confidential resources. 

• Seek medical attention to treat any injuries, test for sexually transmitted infections,  
obtain emergency contraception (if needed), and/or perform a rape evidence collection 
procedure. A medical forensic exam can be performed up to seven days after an incident 
but is most effective if performed sooner. See page 13 for contact information.

• Contact the police to file a report. See page 13 for contact information. 

• Contact the Office of Equity to report the incident to Northwestern, request any sup-
portive measures, and explore resolution options (investigation, educational response, 
or restorative resolution). See page 12 for contact information. 

• Preserve any physical evidence you have in case you decide to report the incident  
at a later date.

Preserving evidence
Northwestern encourages individuals who have experienced sexual misconduct to  
preserve evidence to the greatest extent possible as this will preserve more options  
for them in the future. Some suggestions include the following:

• Preserve evidence of electronic communications, such as text messages, pictures,  
and/or social media posts, by saving them and/or taking screenshots.

• If there is suspicion that a drink may have been drugged, inform a medical assistance  
provider and/or police as soon as possible so they can collect evidence (e.g., from the 
drink, through urine or blood sample).

• Because evidence that may be located on the body can dissipate quickly, consider  
going to a hospital or medical facility immediately to seek a medical exam. If possible, 
do not shower, brush teeth, use the bathroom, or eat before going to the hospital or 
seeking medical attention. Do not wash clothes or bedding.

Options

/sexual-misconduct/
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Reporting

About reporting
You may choose whether to report sexual misconduct to Northwestern, law enforcement, 
both, or neither.

University sexual misconduct investigations can occur at the same time as police  
investigations.

Northwestern can help you file a police report.

Reporting to police does not obligate you to testify in court.

To encourage reporting, an individual who makes a good-faith report of sexual mis-
conduct that was directed at them or another person will not be subject to disciplinary 
action by the University for a conduct or policy violation that is related to and revealed in 
the sexual misconduct report or investigation, unless the University determines that the 
violation was serious and/or placed the health or safety of others at risk.

/sexual-misconduct/
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?�������ϲʿ�����¼Univ&layout_id=31
/ethics/
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Reporting

Reporting obligation
All University employees (including student employees) and graduate students  
with teaching or supervisory authority are obligated to promptly report sexual  
misconduct of which they become aware in the scope of their work for the University  
to the Office of Equity, unless they are a resource not obligated to report as identified in 
the Policy on Institutional Equity. Note that the reporting obligation does not require 
a person experiencing harm to report the incident. Employees are encouraged to fulfill 
their reporting obligations by completing the Sexual Misconduct Reporting Form avail-

/sexual-misconduct/
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Complaint investigation and resolution
Northwestern typically investigates complaints by meeting with the complainant, 

/sexual-misconduct/


For more information, see northwestern.edu/sexual-misconduct. 7

Investigations

Timeline
Though the University strives to resolve all cases in a prompt and timely manner, the 
timeline varies based on the circumstances of the case. Additionally, the timeline for 
a case may be affected by breaks in the academic calendar, availability of the parties 
and witnesses (including due to leave of absence), scope of the investigation, need for 
interim actions, and unforeseen or exigent circumstances. The parties will be periodically 
updated on the status of their case. In cases where there is a simultaneous law enforce-
ment investigation, the University may need to temporarily delay its investigation while 
law enforcement gathers evidence. However, the University will generally proceed with 
its investigation and resolution of a complaint during any law enforcement investigation.

Although the length of each investigation will vary, the University strives to complete 
each investigation within 90 days of sending the written notice of investigation.

Truthfulness
All participants have the responsibility to be completely truthful with the information 

they share at all stages of the process. 

Retaliation
Northwestern strictly prohibits retaliation against any member of its community for 
reporting an incident of sexual misconduct or for participating, in any manner, in an 
investigation or hearing related to a report of sexual misconduct. The University con-
siders such actions to be protected activities in which all members of the Northwestern 
community may freely engage.   

/sexual-misconduct/
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Overview of the Policy on Institutional Equity sexual 
misconduct complaint resolution process*

The person chooses to meet. The staff member 
goes over resources and options. The person may 
request supportive measures and may request 
to proceed with resolution through investigation, 
educational response, or restorative resolution.

Where an investigation has been opened, one or more investigators from the Office of 
Equity meet with the complainant to gather information about the concern. The com-
plainant can suggest witnesses and provide evidence.

An Office of Equity staff member contacts the person who is alleged to have committed 
sexual misconduct (respondent) to notify them of the complaint, the resolution process, 
and the resources available to them. 

The person decides whether or not to meet with the staff member.

The Office of Equity conducts an initial inquiry to determine appropriate next steps. 

The Office of Equity receives a report of sexual misconduct.

An Office of Equity staff member contacts the person who may have experienced  
sexual misconduct to provide information about resources and options and extend  
an invitation to meet.

One or more investigators meet with the respondent to get information. The respondent 
can suggest witnesses and provide evidence.

CONTINUE TO TOP OF PAGE 9

* This is the process for matters falling under the Policy on Institutional Equity. For Title IX sexual harassment 
mattters, please see the Resource Guide on Title IX Sexual Harassment. 

The person chooses not  
to meet or requests not to  
proceed with a resolution.  
The University typically can 
honor that request.

Investigations

/sexual-misconduct/
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How to help someone who tells you about  
an incident of sexual misconduct
Individuals who have experienced sexual misconduct often respond in a variety of ways, 
including anger, sadness, confusion, or withdrawal.

Listen: Give the survivor your complete attention. Try not to interrupt or discuss your 
personal history.

Support: Survivors are often met with skepticism or disbelief. Offering nonjudgmental 
support and acknowledging the feelings of the survivor can help create a safe space for 
them to process the next steps.

Refer: You do not have to have all of the answers, and it is not your responsibility to 
fix the problem or determine what occurred. An important part of being helpful to a 
survivor is providing them with information about options and resources. Please refer 
survivors to the confidential resources and other options in this brochure.

If required under the Reporting Obligation section on page 5, be sure to report to the Office 
of Equity through the online form at bit.ly/NUReportSexualMisconduct.

Do

Tell the survivor: This was not your fault. You have options.

Give the survivor options: 
• to sit or stand 
• to share or be silent 
• to call confidential resources or to have you facilitate the connection

Say that the survivor is not alone.

Tell the survivor that resources are available to help.

Take care of yourself. Get support if you need it.

Don’t

Say that you know what the survivor is going through.

Ask questions that suggest blame, such as “Why were you drinking?” or 
“Why didn’t you get help sooner?”

Question whether the survivor is telling the truth.

Touch the survivor in any way without permission.

Panic. Take a deep breath and focus on the survivor.

Help Someone Else

/sexual-misconduct/
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Resources and Help

Office of Equity Staff 
(to report concerns to Northwestern)
Jessica Galanos, Interim Title IX Coordinator  
847-467-6165  
jessica.galanos@northwestern.edu

Other important contacts
Janna Blais, Deputy Director of Athletics for Administration and Policy
(for athletics compliance issues) 
847-491-7893 
j-blais@northwestern.edu

Julie Friend, Director of Global Safety and Security 
(for community members abroad) 
847-467-3175 
julie.friend@northwestern.edu

Kathleen Hewett-Smith, Senior Associate Dean and Chief Academic Officer
(for complaints on the Qatar campus) 
+974 4454 5059
kathleen.hewett-smith@northwestern.edu

/sexual-misconduct/
mailto:jessica.galanos%40northwestern.edu?subject=
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Emergency resources
Northwestern University  
Police Department
(has officers who are specially trained  
to work with victims of sexual violence)
847-491-3456 (Evanston) 
312-503-3456 (Chicago) 
northwestern.edu/up

Evanston Police
911 or 847-866-5000 
cityofevanston.org/police

Chicago Police
911 or 312-744-4000 
home.chicagopolice.org

Medical resources
Northwestern University Health Service
847-491-8100 (Evanston) 
312-695-8134 (Chicago)

NorthShore University HealthSystem/ 
Evanston Hospital
847-570-2111

Northwestern Memorial Hospital  
(Chicago)
312-926-2000

AMITA Health Saint Francis Hospital  
(Evanston)
847-316-4000

24-hour services
Counseling and  
Psychological Services (CAPS) 
(provides counseling services  
to Northwestern students) 
847-491-2151 (24 hours) 
northwestern.edu/counseling 

Chicago Metro Rape Crisis  
Hotline (YWCA)
888-293-2080

Chicago Domestic Violence Line
877-863-6338

Evanston Domestic Violence  
Line (YWCA)
877-718-1868

Rape, Abuse, and Incest National  
Network (RAINN)
800-656-HOPE

Resources and Help

/sexual-misconduct/
/up/
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